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ACTION PM-07 

INTO OCT-OI ARA-16 EA-II NEA-IO ISO-00 10-14 INRE-00 SSO-00 

NSCE-00 CCO-00 NSC-IO CIAE-00 INR-IO NSAE-00 RSC-OI 

L-03 PA-04 PRS-OI USIE-00 DRC-01 /089 W 

021876 

O 1712I0Z NOV 73 
PM USINT CAIRO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 4360 
INPO AMEMBASSY JAKARTA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LIMA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION USUN IMMEDIATE 
JCS IMMEDIATE 
SECDEF IMMEDIATE 
COMMAC IMMEDIATE 

CONPIDENTIAL CAIRO 3551 

MAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARROCLRXPUN 

SUBJECT: NIGHT REACH - PROPOSAL TO PHOTOGRAPH NEXT MISSIONS 
REF: STATE 226854 

1 . WE BELIEVE THAT ATTACHMENT OP PHOTO TEAM TO ANY NIGHT REACH 
MISSION INTO CAIRO MAY JEOPARDIZE OPERATIONS OF FUTURE US 
MILITARY PLIGHTS IN SUPPORT OP UNEP IN EGYPT. 

2. ON NOVEMBER 1, PIRST NIGHT REACH MISSIONS IN SUPPORT OP 
PINNISH CONTINGENT WERE REPUSED OVERPLIGHT CLEARANCE BY GOE. 
WE WERE NOT INFORMED OP REASONS AT THE TIME, BUT BELIEVE 
THEY WERE RESULT OP GOE'S CONCERN THAT US MILITARY AIRCRAPT 
MIGHT BE USED POR ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES ON ARRIVAL AND 
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TWO SR-71 MISSIONS HAD BEEN RUN INTO EGYPTIAN AIRSPACE IN 
PRECEDING WEEKS. GOE REFUSAL WAS OVERCOME WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY 
AND ONLY BY DIRECTLY INVOLVING FOREIGN MINISTER FAHMY IN 
THE MATTER. 

3. THERE IS NO REASON TO THINK THAT EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT'S 
SENSITIVITIES ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF ESPIONAGE BEING CARRIED 
OUT BY NIGHT REACH MISSIONS HAS LESSENED; AND WHILE WE 
COULD REQUEST THEIR VIEWS ON ACCEPTABILITY OF PHOTO TEAM, 

BELIEVE THAT RAISING THE QUESTION WOULD IN ITSELF ADD TO THESE 
SUSPICIONS. ANSWER WOULD PROBABLY BE NEGATIVE, SINCE PHOTO- 
GRAPHY IS NOT PERMITTED AT CAIRO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT UNDER 
EVEN NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT REQUEST FOR INCLUSION OF US 
PHOTO TEAM IN NIGHT REACH OPERATION WOULD SEEM UNUSUAL 
ENOUGH THAT GOE MIGHT REVIEW FUTURE REQUESTS FOR OVERFLIGHT 
AND LANDING OF US MILITARY AIRCRAFT AS LONG AS PRESENT 
SITUATION LASTS. 

4. THEREFORE, REQUEST THAT PHOTO TEAMS NOT, RPT NOT, BE 
INCLUDED IN NIGHT REACH FLIGHTS. 

EILTS 
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